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Battle Royale: Poly pip Civil at the Palace 

 

Bojan Jelovac and Sandy Smith scored the goals which gave 

Polytechnic victory over Civil Service at Buckingham Palace 

this afternoon. Jelovac slammed home from 12 yards 

seconds before half time and Smith fired home from close 

range with 20 minutes remaining to put Poly 2-0 up before 

Ally Shaw pulled one back for Civil 3 minutes later leading 

to a tight finish to a close game. 

The match, refereed by World Cup and Premier League 

referee Howard Webb, was the centre piece of a celebration 

for the Football Association's 150th anniversary hosted by 

HRH the Duke of Cambridge. Civil Service, also celebrating 

150 years of existence and as founder members of the F.A. 

were invited to play in the first ever football match at the 

Palace. The Duke of Cambridge - President of the F.A. - 

requested the game be a competitive fixture rather than a 

friendly so Civil's Glemnet SAL fixture against Polytechnic - 

themselves formed in 1875 - was switched to the 

prestigious surroundings. 

Following the presentation of medals to 150 volunteers in 

grassroots football from across the country the match 

kicked off at 1.40pm and the opening exchanges were 

slightly shaded by the 'visitors' (Poly). However, there was 

little in the way of chances. The occasion appeared to have 

affected both sets of players as neither set looked willing to 

take too many chances. It looked set for a goalless first half 

when, second before the break, the ball was pulled back 

sharply from the byline on the left for Jelovac to hammer 

the ball high into the net to give Poly the lead. 

The second half saw Civil take the game to Poly with Dan 

Huxley's 25 yard effort being tipped over by Rob Nakielney 

in the Poly goal. Soon after Ryan Cameron fired a dipping 

volley just over the bar but Civil were unable to keep up the 

pressure. The game was an even contest, perhaps edged by 

Civil until Smith's goal extended the lead for Poly. One of 

several counter-attacks saw Lee Raji drive down the left 

wing before issuing a short, low cross left Smith with an 

open goal and he made no mistake. 

Civil came back strongly but despite having plenty of 

possession they were unable to create clear cut chances. On 

73 minutes the ball came to Civil's Shaw on the left hand 

corner of the Polytechnic penalty area. Shaw dispatched an 

inch perfect shot into the bottom left hand corner of 

Nakielney's goal to bring the 'hosts' back into the game. 

The remaining 17 minutes saw mostly Civil Service 

pressing for an equaliser but with Polytechnic posing a 

constant breakaway threat which twice came close to 

resulting in a third goal. Firstly, a scramble in the Civil 

goalmouth after 85 minutes ended up with 'keeper Tom 

Rhimes diving on the ball before, with just 2 minutes to go, 

Tom Barbour racing clear and setting himself to score but 

losing composure at the last minute and skying his shot. 

The match ended in a 2-1 win for Poly which puts them top 

of Senior Division 1 while Civil are still looking to find their 

form. However, the experience for all 28 players plus those 

who were lucky enough to be present as spectators will be 

one never to be forgotten. 

“In our 150th year, it is hugely important for The FA to 

honour the efforts of the many thousands of volunteers who 

week in, week out, help to provide the opportunity for 

millions more people to enjoy football at grassroots level. 

Inviting 150 of these volunteers to Buckingham Palace 

provides a fitting way for The FA to pay tribute and give 

thanks.”  

HRH The Duke of Cambridge, President of The Football 

Association 

The Big Day in pictures: opposite →  
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Civil’s Alastair Shaw chases Poly’s Tom Lancaster.  

Civil regroup, a goal down at the break.  

FA Chief Executive Greg Dyke cracks the ‘broken 
windows’ joke for the seventh time 

Sandy Smith makes it 2-0. 

It’s not going according to plan for Civil Service Club 
Secretary Jim Kellett 

But Bob Spiller is just enjoying the totty! 

 Bojan Jelovac faces the cameras 

 The victorious Polytechnic team 
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Sweet FA?  

Howard Webb reviews the first half with assistants Ashleigh Ainsley and Robert Columb (both London F.A.)

Following on from the report of the historic SAL match 

played at Buckingham Palace I think it is only fair to those 

involved to give some background to the game, and the 

arrangements which surrounded it. In short, there is no 

soft way of putting it but the attitude towards this 

celebration of heroic volunteers from the Football 

Association was nothing short of shoddy. In particular, 

several League officers were left unable to answer quite 

firm questions from various quarters about the game, 

simply because F.A. did not see fit, at any time, to contact 

the League directly. 

One of the main issues surround the fixture was the 

appointment of two London FA teenagers as assistant 

referees in favour of regular SAL officials. The appointment 

of Howard Webb, World Cup Final referee, may be debated 

in some quarters but it is easy to understand for all that. 

While I have no axe to grind with the London FA or either 

of the assistants, who both performed excellently on the 

day, it is entirely understandable that loyal, long-serving 

SAL officials would expect to be in with a chance of an 

appointment to such a presitigious fixture. Even then, had it 

been a case of ‘take it or leave it’, we (the SAL) may well 

have settled for making our protests before accepting the 

deal but we were not given that chance. The Football 

Association appointed the officials without any 

consultation with the Southern Amateur League or the 

Amateur Football Alliance. The result has been that a 

number of officials have, understandably, been left 

wondering about their place in our football if they are not 

going to be considered for the most high profile games. 

I write this piece not just to have a pop at the F.A. – which 

is, after all, as much a national pastime as the game itself – 

but to make it clear to all referees out there who wonder 

why they were not even given a second thought that the 

SAL itself neither had any say in making the appointments, 

nor was it happy that its own officials were entirely 

ignored. A question which may then reasonably be asked is, 

“why did the match go ahead if the SAL was not happy with 

the appointments?”. The simply answer to this is that the 

Committee decided that, despite what it felt was a very 

poor approach by the F.A. it would be in the long-term best 

interests of the League as a whole – not to mention Civil 

Service and Polytechnic Football Clubs – to accept the 

situation as it was to ensure the game went ahead. 

Another issue which arose from the lack of communication 

was that our faithful sponsor – Glemnet Telecom – which 

has ploughed thousands of pounds into our League which 
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will ultimately benefit all of our clubs, was left to find 

endless reports of the Southern Amateur League without 

any mention of them. This is certainly unfortunate and I’m 

sure that Glemnet understand our position, not least 

because the match was something of a bonus. But if the 

Football Association truly support grassroots football then 

it has to understand that the contribution made to 

grassroots football by sponsors such as Glemnet Telecom is 

invaluable and such benefactors should not be rudely 

ignored because the governing body does not take the time 

to understand with what it is dealing. Assuming this horse 

has not already bolted, I would like to issue a big thank you 

to Glemnet Telecom for their ongoing support and assure 

them that not only was the League extremely unhappy with 

the omission of their name in the press, it is determined to 

ensure it has much tighter control over any future, parallel 

event.  

To end on more of a positive note, as we do not wish to be 

seen to be complaining about having been involved in such 

an historic event, despite my criticism of the governing 

body above I would like to thank, on behalf of the Southern 

Amateur League, the Football Association and HRH The 

Duke of Cambridge for arranging such a wonderful fixture 

in the first place. It is a grand achievement for both the F.A. 

and Civil Service Football Club to reach their 150th 

anniversary and no small feat for Polytechnic, this reaching 

138 years. It is important to remember at this time that the 

Civil Service Football Club was the focus of the celebration 

and we, as a League, are honoured to have been that club’s 

footballing home for so many years. Long may this 

continue! 

Andy Copeland, Editor 

 

SAL Snippets 

Sporting South Bank 

 

The AFA’s boundaries, such as they are, are those of 

England itself. However, as you will be aware most of its 

football is played within the home counties. Not all, 

however, as South Bank Cuaco Reserves found out when 

they were drawn away to Silhill of Birmingham in the AFA 

Intermediate Cup on the 14th of last month. 

Given the season only began a week before, gathering 

sufficient 2nd XI standard players for a trip to the midlands 

was always going to prove difficult but the team made the 

most of it. Despite only raising 8 players, and a young side 

at that, the team won plaudits from referee Pat Ryan: 

Dear Colin [Ferris, SBC Secretary] 

I had the pleasure of referring your South Bank 2xi on 14/9 in 
the Intermediate cup. 

The team arrived with only 8 men in Birmingham to play Silhill 
having been let down by team mates that morning I am told. 
Despite this, in all my years of playing and officiating within the 
SAL/AFA and having had the opportunity to officiate in the 
Senior Kent League and at FA Cup Matches, I have never seen a 
team at any level, (who with all due respect would have known 
they were going to lose before they started), play with such 

fantastic attitude, sportsmanship, determination, aptitude and 
commitment. 

Where other teams may have lost their concentration in various 
forms and possibly reacted in a very different way, even after 
receiving an injury which could have made them reduce to 7 
men (where they placed the player in goal despite him being 
unable to stand properly, let alone kick a ball), they gallantly 
carried on and played with such amazing all round demeanour 
that they actually tried to win the game. With this, they played 
without using poor language, without showing dissent, without 
questioning decisions made by me or  without any "tactics" that 
may have given them an additional chance. They simply played 
football in the spirit it was, I imagine, intended, but I have never 
actually seen!! 

A friend of mine who was watching, who was on Arsenal and 
Fulham's books and has played Semi pro football in the past, (so 
has seen football played at a much higher level) also was also in 
awe of the way the team were. He still talks about it now. 

It is very easy as a referee to report poor attitude, lack of 
sportsmanship, aggressive behaviour etc, so I feel it is 
paramount that this team receive the acknowledgment/credit 
they deserve. The average age, I would guess was approx 20/21, 
so even from a social perspective it is easy to have a stereotype 
of how this generation would have acted/reacted- they proved 
me wrong. 

I don't think there any awards that can be given for such action. 
However , if nothing else, I hope this email shows how proud 
everyone involved should be. They were a credit to themselves, 
the club, the AFA and amateur football in general. 

Regards 

Patrick J RYAN 

So a big ‘Well Done’ to the boys in blue for showcasing our 

League to such a high standard despite suffering a heavy 

defeat (0-6). I, for one, will be keeping a fond eye out for 

the team’s results this season. 
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NUFC Oilers ground change 

 The SAL’s newest club, 

NUFC Oilers, have had 

to relocate after just 

one month due to 

security issues at the 

former Lensbury 

ground at St. Mary’s, 

Teddington. The club 

will be playing at Wills 

Crescent Sports 

Ground, 190 Wills 

Crescent  Hounslow 

TW3 2JD, formally the 

home of Old Latymerians. St. Mary’s is being kept on as a 

satellite ground for the time being. 

“The setup and pitch were both an improvement and we 

would like to move there more officially. The management 

are very pleased to welcome extra activity and revenue to 

their ground and have sent us a contract to sign for the rest 

of the season. 

Sean Mellis, Club Secretary (pictured, left)  

For those who haven’t visited the ground before, or – in 

many cases – are too old to remember it properly, the 

nearest station is Hounslow. To reach the ground turn left 

out the station and walk down Whitton Road before 

turning right at the roundabout into Park Avenue. Keep left, 

walking down Wills Crescent and Grasmere Avenue until 

you come back onto Wills Crescent. Entrance to the ground 

is at the end of the road on the left. It is a 10 minute walk 

from station to the ground. You can also get to the ground 

from Whitton Rail Station and Hounslow East (Piccadilly 

line). 

Website Stats 

As a blatant space filler I thought I’d spout a few statistics 

about the League website. We are a fare pull  

You won’t be shocked to hear that Saturday is our most 

popular day with the highest count this month occurring 

last Saturday. 5,125 individual users visited the SAL 

website then outstripping the previous best for the month 

of 4,779 for the previous Saturday. 

The Buckingham Palace match created a Monday peak on 

the 7th with 4,564 people logging on to see what was a-

happening while a total of 13,503 individual users have 

visited the site during October. 

As well as the website many of you will be aware that we 

run a very popular Facebook page which contains 

thousands of photographs from around the SAL. 

Unsurprisingly the Buckingham Palace match bumped our 

profile to 342 ‘likes’. Nothing astronomical about that 

perhaps, but not a bad rate all the same, especially a 

significant proportion of them are female so wives, 

girlfriends, mums and sisters I assume – and the odd 

fetishist per chance.  

One More Wilson 

 

England’s goalkeeping crisis deepens as League Secretary, 

and Old Owens 6th XI goalkeeper Graeme Wilson became a 

father for the second time last week. Those of you who 

enjoyed last month’s informative Wilson’s Words will also 

have noticed the drop in standard this month as Graeme is, 

understandably, indisposed for the time being. 

Conor Ronan Wilson was born on Friday 11 October 

weighing 7lb 8oz “and big brother Ciaran is as proud as 

punch to have a new playmate”, Graeme reports. 

Mother and baby are both doing well. Owens 6s are using 

the opportunity to rack up a few clean sheets before their 

veteran custodian returns to action! 

Congratulations to the Graeme and Sarah. We look forward 

to wetting the baby’s head and I look forward to some well 

deserved abuse when he reads this. 
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Representative Football 

SAL bow out in 11-goal thriller 

The FA Inter-League Cup has been good to the SAL. 

Winners at the first attempt in 2008, losing in injury time to 

the overall winners in 2010 and last year travelling to the 

Isle of Man before being edged out in front of a crowd of 

thousands, there was bound to come a time when it didn’t 

go to plan. That time was Saturday when the League hosted 

the Kent County League – its very first opponents in the 
competition back in 2007 – at Uxbridge F.C. for a First 

Round tie. 

That auspicious encounter six years ago featured nine goals 

with six being scored by the SAL but that was small change 

compared to Saturday’s haul in which the lead was taken, 

and lost, three times before the visitors surged just too far 

ahead for the SAL to catch in extra time. On this occasion it 

was first blood to Kent after 13 minutes before Old Owens’ 

Dave Breeze equalised on 32, making it 1-1 at half time. But 

Kent were ahead three minutes into the second half only 

for Winchmore Hill’s Alan Taylor to curl in another 

equaliser on 52 minutes. Cue the SAL’s march to victory as 

first Old Salesians' Chris Sinclair and then Breeze with his 

second put the Reds 4-2 ahead. But Kent weren’t finished, 

scoring a third goal on 75 minutes and the equaliser shortly 

after, both back-post tap-ins, to take the match to extra 

time. 

Kent started quicker in extra time and led 5-4 at the break 

before adding the eventual winner from the penalty spot on 

108 minutes. The final act saw Michael Classon 

(Nottsborough) pull a goal back for the SAL with six 

minutes remaining but Kent hung on to go through. 

The team are bitterly disappointed not to go through but 

wish the Kent County League the very best of luck in the 

coming rounds. 

The team:  1.  Russell HODGES (GK, Old Salesians),  2.  Jack 

GAVIN (captain) (Old Salesians),  3.  Matt KNIGHTS  

(Winchmore Hill),  4.  Iain SALT  (Old Owens),  5.  Martin 

BRANNINGAN  (Winchmore Hill),  6.  Richard PARKER  

(Nottsborough),  7.  Peter EGUAE  (Old Owens),  8.  Alan 

TAYLOR  (Winchmore Hill),  9.  James TAYLOR  

(Nottsborough), 10. Michael CLASSEN  (Nottsborough), 11. 

Dave BREEZE  (Old Owens), 14. Courtney CHIN  

(Winchmore Hill), 15. Sam GREENSLADE  (Old Salesians) 

16. Chevaun KERR (GK, Winchmore Hill). 

 

 

A League in County Clothing: An all-SAL side represent the AFA against Cambridge 

An AFA representative made-up exclusively of SAL players 

ran riot against Cambridge at Potters Bar on Wednesday (9 

October). Selection was influenced by the AFA’s fixture 
against the London Legal League on the same date but the 

restriction appears not to have caused the side any harm. 

The following report has been shamelessly cribbed from 

the AFA website which features full details of all AFA 

representative matches. 

After turning round 2-1 down at half-time, the AFA 

Representative Team struck 5 second-half goals without 

reply to run out convincing 6-2 winners against Cambridge 

University on Wednesday evening, in a friendly match at 

Potters Bar Town FC. 

After going behind to a low 25-yard strike in the 9th 

minute, the AFA equalised through a close-range Courtney 

Chin volley 4 minutes later, the Winchmore Hill player 

converting from inside the 6-yard box after a wonderful 

cross from the right by Old Owens's Dave Breeze, despite 

the programme naming his father Ian in the starting line-

up. 

However, Cambridge University were to forge ahead again 

on 16 minutes.  With the AFA defence expecting a cross, a 

clever short free-kick from the corner of the penalty area 

was knocked sideways and a first-time Cambridge shot 

went high into the far corner of the net for a 2-1 lead. 

Both sides had their chances in the first half but the score, 

probably deservedly, remained 2-1 to Cambridge 

University at the turnaround. 

With the AFA making one half-time change and Cambridge 

several, the whole balance of the game changed in the 

second half.  As manager Bob Leeds said after the game: 

"For 15 minutes of the second half, we were totally 
unplayable." 

Wave after wave of AFA attacks produced 5 goals in just 

over 25 minutes. First a lovely second equaliser from 

substitute Alan Taylor of Winchmore Hill on 51 minutes 

was swiftly followed by another Taylor strike, clipped left-

footed from 20 yards over the Cambridge keeper. 

After 64 minutes, Chin added his 2nd and then Taylor burst 

through the defence to be taken down in the area by a 

desperate sliding challenge from behind, for which the 

Cambridge defender was cautioned.  The penalty was 

converted easily by Nottsborough's James Taylor for 5-2. 

With Chin completing his hat-trick from 2 yards with a tap-

in at the far post on 72 minutes, the scoring was over for 

the evening, but the AFA's Old Salesians keeper Russell 

Hodges made a tremendous point-blank save with 10 

minutes to go to ensure there was no possibility of a 

Cambridge fightback. 

http://www.amateur-fa.com/news/2013/oct/afa-rep-team-teach-cambridge-uni-harsh-lesson
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The SAL players who defeated Cambridge University 6-2. 

1-Russell Hodges (Old Salesians); 2-Khalil Rouse (Winchmore Hill), 3-Sam Greenslade (Old Salesians), 4-Michael Classen 

(Nottsborough), 5-John Urwin (Old Owens), 6-Iain Salt (Old Owens), 7-Courteney Chinn (Winchmore Hill), 8-Josh Smith 

(Old Owens), 9-James Taylor (Nottsborough), 10-Chris Sinclair (Old Salesians), 11-Dave Breeze (Old Owens). 

Subs: 12-Alan Taylor (Winchmore Hill), 14-Jamie Diston (Old Finchleians), 15-Graeme Pressney (Old Owens).

Upcoming SAL and AFA Fixtures 

SAL AFA Seniors AFA Under 18s AFA Under 16s 

5-6 vs Kent County League  
FA Inter-League Cup (Round 1) 

12 October @ Uxbridge 

2-1 vs Oxford University  
Friendly 

2 October @ Uxbridge 

4-3 vs Gloucestershire FA 
FA County Youth Cup (Round 1) 

5 October @ Enfield 

2-2 vs London FA  
South East Counties Championship 

29 September @ Colney Heath 

vs Arthurian League 
Friendly 

19 March, venue T.B.C.  

6-2 vs Cambridge University 
Friendly 

9 October @ Potters Bar 

vs Cornwall FA  
FA County Youth Cup (Round 2) 

9 November, venue T.B.C. (away) 

vs Kent FA  
South East Counties Championship 

1 December @ Faversham 

vs Amateur Football Combination 
Steve Langley Cup 

26 March, venue T.B.C.  

vs Sussex FA 
Southern Counties Cup 

6 November @ Corinthian-Cas. 

vs Kent FA 
South East Counties Championship 

17 November @ Colney Heath 

vs Middlesex FA  
South East Counties Championship 

12 January, venue T.B.C.  

vs Cambridge University 
Friendly 

Date and venue T.B.C.  

vs Royal Navy FA 
Southern Counties Cup 

20 November @ Portsmouth 

vs Sussex FA 
South East Counties Championship 

8 December @ Lancing 

vs Sussex FA  
South East Counties Championship 

9 March @ Lancing 

vs Oxford University 
Friendly 

Date and venue T.B.C.  

vs Army FA 
Southern Counties Cup 

4 December @ Enfield 

vs Middlesex FA  
South East Counties Championship 

16 February @ Enfield 

 

vs Nottsborough (champions) 
Stuart Hyde Trophy 

Date and venue T.B.C.  

vs Royal Air Force FA 
Friendly 

12 February, venue T.B.C.  

vs London FA  
South East Counties Championship 

23 March @ Enfield 

 

 vs Middlesex FA 
Southern Counties Cup 

12 March, venue T.B.C.  
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Farewell to Old Friends: Ealing Association 

Reading the agenda for a recent AFA Cup Committee 

meeting I noticed a list of clubs which had folded since last 

season. Many of the names were no more than listings in 

the handbook to me but one stood out like a sore old 

thumb: Ealing Association. The demise of the club is no 

great surprise given its fortunes in the last two decades but 

it would come as more than a shock to anyone present at 

the SAL’s 50th anniversary dinner in 1957. If that seems 

like a random date to pick, it was inspired by the fact that I 

am currently photographing the magnificent A2 sized, 

leather bound book of SAL history, prepared for that event 

by Mr P.C. Barnes of Alleyn Old Boys. 

Ealing, like Civil Service, were founder members of the 

Isthmian League in 1905 and jumped ship to the new 

Amateur Football Association in 1907, becoming founders 

of the Southern Amateur League in doing so. Twice winners 

of Senior Division 1 (1926-27 and 1946-47), they might 

have won more honours but for enjoying their best spell 

between the wars with the likes of Ipswich Town, 

Cambridge and Eastbourne to contend with. Indeed, their 

best period came between 1920-1927 they only finished 

outside the top 3 once and only fell as low as 3rd in one of 

those years. 

The club also succeeded in lifting the AFA Senior Cup in 

1914, 1921 and 1927 (marking a league and cup ‘double’) 

and also picked up the AFA Middlesex Senior Cup in 1912. 

These victories were complimented in later years by the 

2nd XI who were successful in the AFA Middlesex Junior 

Cup in 1935 and 1949. The reserves also enjoyed League 

success, picking up the North Division title in 1922 

followed in 1930 and 1951 by success in the Second 

Division. 

It was during this era that the club gained its greatest claim 

to fame in 1928-29 when it played a number of its fixtures 

at the Empire Stadium, Wembley. Initially it had been 

planned to use the stadium as a home for an amateur club 

playing in the Football League. The 'Argonauts', as the club 

was named, failed to gain election to the League and the 

idea was quickly shelved. Ealing stepped in an took up the 

lease for the 1928-29 season. Martin Woosnam scored the 

only goal in a 1-0 win against Hastings & St. Leonard's on 

29 September 1928 but the experiment came to an end on 

8 December after a 0-3 defeat against Old Lyonians. Only 2 

wins were achieved in 8 matches, compared with 6 defeats, 

5 of which were by 3 goals or goals. However, the return to 

Corfton Road in the new year did nothing to stem the tide 

as they failed to collect another league point and suffered 

relegation for the first time at the end of that season. 

 

The full list of fixtures played at Wembley is as follows: 

29-Sep: Ealing 1 (Woosnam), Hastings & St. Leonard's 0. 

13-Oct: Ealing 0, Ipswich Town 4 (Gibbs, Rogers 2, Bugg). 

20-Oct: Ealing 0, Midland Bank 4 (Probyn og, Sugden, Ewer, 

Irwin). 

27-Oct: Ealing 1 (Farnfield), Bank of England 5 (Gray 2, Stone 2, 

Dyson). 

03-Nov: Ealing 0, Westminster Bank 3 (Grigg 2, Brickel). 

10-Nov: Ealing 4 (Farnfield, Woosnam 3), Barclays Bank 0. 

01-Dec: Ealing 0, Aquarius 3 (Finch, Schoffield 2 - 1 pen). 

08-Dec: Ealing 0, Old Lyonians 3 (Noad, Massey 2). 

As an aside, the next game to be played at the stadium was 

on 12 January 1929 when Barclays Bank overcame Old 

Malvernians 2-1 in an AFA Senior Cup Second Round tie. 

Malvernians returned on 9 February to defeat Old 

Cholmeleians 4-2 in an Arthur Dunn Cup Second Round 

replay. 

After the war the side fell into decline, suffering relegation 

to Division 3 for the first time in 1957 from which it did not 

recover. After the arctic winter of 1962-63 – which saw 

league competition abandoned – Ealing had to apply for re-

election every season bar one and in 1971 the axe finally 

fell. 

An article featured in the AFA Record of that Autumn 

questioning the League’s decision to bring to an end the 

tenure of one its founding members based on playing form. 

The feeling of the author was that playing strength was 

changeable, while the overall standing of the club would 

continue. Regardless, the club departed for the Nemean 

League where it would play until joining the Southern 

Olympian League in 1985 after the Nemean League folded. 

That league, in turn, would be absorbed into the Amateur 

Football Combination in 2002. 

During its inter-war heyday, Ealing provided numerous 

players to the League Representative side. H. Bazell, R. 

Bazell, A.E. Birch, W.G. Birch, A.H.Isaac, H.J. Dale and S.H. 

Russell are all names listed in the handbooks of the time as 

players having received the League badge – presented to 

players representing the League on 5 or more occasions. 

In addition to the playing successes already mentioned the 

club’s 3rd and 5th teams were both champions of the 

respective First Divisions in 1951 and 1952 respectively, 

but this proved to be the pinnacle before the fall. The club 

joined the Nemean League in 1970 before progressing 

through the Southern Olympian League to the Amateur 

Football Combination. 

 


